Grahamtown Schoolhouse
AL-V-A-145

Walnut, Street, Grahamtown
1880's

The most ornate of the county schoolhouses built in the latter half
of the nineteenth century is the Grahamtown Schoolhouse. It was built during
the 1880's on 1and conveyed to the county by Curtis M. Graham. Graham showed
his cultural awareness in the design of his 1871 Victorian Revival Mansion
located nearby, and probably was influential in the Roman Doric design of the
schoolhouse.

The attractive portico includes a monumental pediment supported by six
wooden Roman Doric columns. The entrance is surmounted by a semi-elliptical
tracery fanlight and is flanked by tracery side 1ights. Each of the sidelights
is between engaged fluted Ionic columns which support a small cornice.
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The Grahamtown Schoolhouse is located on the northeastern side
of Walnut Street in Grahamtown.

The building consists of a "T" shaped one story thirteen bays
wide frame structure with german siding covered with asbestos
shingles flanged at the foundation. It rests on a high foundation
of random rock faced ashlar stone with a plain water table. The
hipped gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Eaves consists
of a boxed cornice, soffit, bedmould and frieze. One interior
brick chimney with a corbeled cap is original. Windows are wide
nine over one lights with wooden lugsills. Three entrances are
on the rear of the building, one has a transom.

The main entrance is in the center of the southwestern facade
recessed under a full height Roman portico. The entrance includes
a moulded semi-elliptical fanlight with tracery, sidelights with
tracery each surrounded by small, engaged, scrolled Ionic columns,
with mouldings, which support a cornice over each of the side Tights.
The door is of two panels and one 1ight with original hardware. The
pediment is supported by six plain and slightly tapered Roman Doric
columns, two of them engaged. The monumental pediment includes
a boxed cornice, soffit, and frieze with a bedmould and simple
brackets. The face of the pediment contains on oval lunette with
wide wooden moulding with a wooden "keystone".

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The public school system of Allegany County was established
in 1865.(1) During the 1870's schoolhouses were built in almost
every village of the George's Creek mining region. These schoolhouses
were usually built on land donated by mining companies. (2) The
property on which the Grahamtown Schoolhouse was erected was conveyed
to the Board of School Commissioners by Curtis M. Graham in 1882. (3)

Graham, who showed an excellent taste for architecture in
his Victorian Revival mansion built in 1871, was probably influential
in the Roman Doric design of the schoolhouse. (see AL-V-A-014)
It is unlike any other schoolhouse built in the county during the
Tatter half of the nineteenth century. The attactive portico with
a monumental pediment is supported by six wooden Roman Doric columns,
two engaged. The entrance consists of a semi-elliptical tracery
fanlight and tracery sidelights. Each sidelight is located between
engaged fluted Ionic columns, which support a small cornice. The
schoolhouse stands as a reminder of the cultural awareness of past
citizens of Allegany County.

(1) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the
Marytand Coal Region 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) pp109-110

(2) Ibid, pp 110-1T1

(3) Unpublished document "School Properties" Allegany County Board of Education
Cumberland, Md. p. 61, and Allegany County Land Records Liber 59, Folio 34
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